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READING COMPREHENSION 
 
Read the text below: 

 
The Measures and Support Division (MSD) withln the Ministry for European Affairs and 
lmplementation of the Electoral Manifesto (MEAIM} has been designated by the Managlng 
Authority (MA} asan lntermediate Body (lB) responsible for administering European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF} Grant Schemes through the implementation of 
Support  Measures under the 2014-2020 programming period. 

 
The European Regional Oevelopment Fund (ERDF} Grant Schemes are adminlstered by the 
Managing Authority (MA}. 
The Start-up lnvestment Grant Scheme is an aid scheme under the Business Enhance ERDF 
Grant Schemes initiatives designed  to address the needs ldentified in the Operational Programme 
1  "Fostering a competitiva and sustainable economy to meet our challenges" as approved by 
Commission lmplementing Decision C (2014) 9966 Final dated 15 December 2014. 

 
This scheme falls under Priorlty Axis 3 of Operatlonal Programme 1, more 
speclfically:lnvestment Priority 3a- 'Promoting entrepreneurship in particular by facilitating 
the economic exploitation of new ideas and fostering the creation of new firms, including 
through business incubators'; and Specific Objective 1 - 'Creation of employment 
opportunities through the provision of infrastructure,financia! incentives as well as support  
services'. 

 
Scope of Document:This document is aimed at assisting applicants  in the compilation of the 
applicatlon form and its submlssion. Prospective applicants are expected to have read these 
Notes to Applicants together with the Guidance Notes for the Start-up lnvestment Grant 
Scheme; and Guidelines for lmplementation issued by the 18. 
Call for Applications:The Start-up lnvestment Grant Scheme shall be administered through a 
series of competitiva calls. The lB shall issue public calls for applications and interested eligible 
Undertakings may submit their applications accordingly.The lB shall publicise the calls through 
various media including local newspapers, websites and other media sources. In arder to ensure 
the widest visibility possible, the lB will collaborate with stakeholders, particularly 
representativas of the business community, and other Government Entities when publicising the 
call for applications. The 18 will also organíse information sessions for prospective 
applicants,where information regarding the schemes, eligibility criteria and the application 
process will be given.Application Process: Applications may only be filled In and submitted 
online through the SFD 14-20 application portal. lt is important to note that the online 
Application Portal is customised to work best with the Google Chrome browser. 
Registration and access to the online SFD 14-20 Applicatlon Portal:In arder to apply, one 
must first register to the online SFD 14-20 application portal, accessible 
through:www.sfd.gov.mt/ application. This process needs to be conducted by the person 
who will be developing the application on behalf of the Applicant Undertaking. 
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Read the questions and choose the correct answer.Mark your answer  on the answer Sheet. 
 

 
1.Which body is superior to the other? 
A.  The Measures and Support Division (MSD) to the Ministry for European Affairs and 
lmplementation of the Electoral Manifesto (MEA!M) 
B. The Ministry for European Affairs and lmplementation of the Electoral Manifesto (MEAIM) to 
the Measures and Support Division (MSD) 
C. They are equal 
 
2.Who is the lB? 
A.  The Measures and Support Division (MSD) 
B.  Not mentioned in the text 
C. The Managing Authority (MA) 
 
3.Who is responsible for administering the funds? A. The Measures and Support Division (MSD) 
B. European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) Grant Schemes 
C. ElectoralManifesto (MEAIM) 
 
4.How will the funds be administered? A.  During 2014-2020 
B.  Through the implementation of Support Measures 
C. By spending them in the European Region 
 
5.Who is responsible for administering the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) Grant 
Schemes? 
A.  The Managing Authority (MA) 
B.  RDF C. MSD 
 
6.What is The Start-up lnvestment Grant Scheme? 
A.  One of the lnitiatives of the Business Enhance ERDF Grant Schemes 
B. The organization that implementad the Business Enhance ERDF C. Another name for 
Operational Programme 1 
 
7.What does the Operational Programme 1   aim to foster? A.  Competition in economy 
B.  Sustainable economy  Competitiva and sustainable economy 
C. Not mentioned in the text 
 
8.What action did Commission lmplementing Decision C (2014) 9966 Final take on 15 December 
2014? 
A.  Approve the needs 
B.  Approve the documentOperational Programme 1 " C. Nothing 
 
9.What needs have been identified? A.  Operational needs 
B.  Sustainability needs 
C. Not mentioned in the text 
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10.What is Priority Axis 3? 
A.  One of the priorities ofOperational Programme IT B.  he third stage of Operational Programme 
1 
C. Ascheme 
 
11.What does lnvestment Priority 3A promete? A.   Particular 
B.  Entrepreneurship 
C.  Economic  exploitation 
 
12.How will it foster the creation of new firms? A.  Only through business incubators 
B.  Through a specific objective 
C.  lncluding through business incubators 
 
13.How will Specific Objective 1 create employment? A.  Through the provision of infrastructure 
B. Through financia! incentives and support services 
C.  Both answers are correct 
 
14.What is the scope of the document? A.  To aim applicants 
B.  To assist applicants 
C.  To find prospective applicants 
 
15.How will the Start-up lnvestment Grant Scheme be administered? A.  Through the lB 
B.  Through competitiva calls 
C.  Through a public issue 
 
16.Who can submit their applications? A.   Public calls 
B.  Undertakings 
C.  lnterested eligible Undertakings 
 
17.How  wiiiiB publicist their call for application? A.  Through local newspapers 
B.  Through websites 
C.  Both answers are correct 
 
18.Who wiiiiB collaborate with? A.   Both of the below answers 
B.  Representativas of the business community 
C. Stakeholders 
 
19.Why is the collaboration necessary? A.  To ensure publicising 
B.  To ensure the widest visibility 
C.  Both 
 
20.What other action will lB take? A.  Organise information sessions B.  Will find prospective 
applicants C.  Both above options 
 
21.What kind of information  will be given? A.  On application process 
B. Both A and e 
C.  On eligibility criteria 
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22.How can the applications be submitted? A.   By filling them in 
B.  Online 
C.  Anyway the applicants find convenient 
 
23.What recommendations are made? A.  To enter the Application Portal 
B.  To use the SFD14-20 
C.  To access through Google Chrome browser 
 
24.What is the first step of the application? A.  To install Google Chrome 
B. To register to the onlíne application portal 
C. To contact the lB 
 
25.Who must conduct the process? A.  The Applícant Undertaking 
B.  The person developing the application and the Undertaker 
C. The person developing the applícation on behalf of the Undertaker 
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Housing Europe President Cédric Van Styvendael was among the speakers of the European Public 
Services Summit (PSS) that took place in Brussels on 28 June 2017. The high-level event that brings 
together a diversa range of stakeholders who shape Public Services in Europe and Cédric joined 
European Commissioners Dombrovskis, Thyssen and the Secretary General of the European 
Parliament, Klaus Welle among others. 
This third edition of the PSS was an opportunity to further discuss and exchange on the 
Futura of Europe and of public services, and to assess the state of play of social dialogue, the 
provision and of services of general interest, democracy  and the accountability of EU decision-
makers. Housing Europe President set the tone right from the beginning of his intervention, saying 
that "if the EU is indeed our common destiny,social housing must be an lmportant public good 
recognised by the EU". Cédric warned of severe drops in public spending on social housing and of 
the ever-growing waiting lists in many countries, while he welcomed the signals from 
Commlssloner for Competition, Margarethe Vestager recognising need for a broad EU approach to 
housing reflecting growing needs. 
The Stability Growth Pact has direct and majar impact on the public services in the 
Member States. Since social housing activities are in many cases supported by public funds, 
whatever the form of this support  is  may it be soft loans, subsidies, guarantees, governments that 
have already reached the limits imposed by the Stability and Growth Pact might be reluctant to 
invest in social, cooperativa or public housing. 
However, being aware of the importance of maintaining a sufficient leve! of social 
investment, the EU institutions have introduced rules that allow temporary deviations from the 
deficit reduction objectives.These clauses (p.45 onwards) could be invoked by governments when 
stressing the counter  cyclical role of investment in affordable housing and agreeing on increasing 
the level of public spending for affordable houslng. 
According to the investment clause, "The devlation allowed must be linked to the national 
expendlture on projects co-funded by the EU under the Structural and lnvestment Funds, Trans-
European-Network (TEN) and Connecting Europa Facility (CEF) and to nationalco financing of 
investment projects also co-financed by the EFSI, with positiva, direct and verifiable Jong-term 
budgetary effects.Moreover, co-financed expenditure should not substituta for nationally financed 
investments, so that total public investments are not decreased". 
According to the structural reform clause:not predefined list of reforms but "The reforms 
must be majar.While, there are sorne Individual reforms with a majar positiva impact on growth and 
the long-term sustainability of public  finances,such as pension reforms well designad and 
comprehensive packages of reforms addressing structural weaknesses may also have a major positiva 
impact". 
Housing Europe will continua to work with relevant Commission's department to seek more 
flexibility  in the use of the SGP clauses In arder to improve the fundlng for Social, Cooperativa  
and Public Housing in particular  in countries whose public finances have been hit most by the 
crisis. 
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Listening Comprehension 

 

Listen carefully and choose the correct  answer.Mark your answers on the Answer 
Sheet 

 
26.Which institution is Cedric in charge of? 

A. European Parliament 
B. European Public Services 

C. Housing Europe  European 

 
27.Who did Cedricjoin? 

A. Stakeholders 

B. European Commissioners 

C. Dombrovskis, Thyssen, Klaus Welle and others 

 
28.Who forms the Public Services in Europe? 

A. European Parliament 

B. Stakeholders 

C. Housing Europe members 

 
29.What did the participants of PSS discuss? 

A. Quality of public services 

B. Responsibility of EU decision-makers 

C. Democracy 

 
30.What was not evaluated at PSS? 

A. Drops in public spending  on social housing 

B. Services of general interest 

C.Democracy 
 
 
 
31.What was the main aim of PSS? 

A. To recognize the importance of social housing in EU and to analyze the Future of 

Europe 

B. loanalyze the Future of Europe 

C. All answers are correct 

 
32.What did Cedric do about the importance of socialhousing in EU? 

A. He criticized it. 

B. He expressed his doubts about it. 

C. He expressed clearly  how important social housing should be. 
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33.What did Cedric alert to? 

A. Too little money spent on social housing 

B. Too long waiting lists 

C. Too little money spent on social housing and too long waiting lists 
 

34.How did Cedric react to Vestager's opinion? 
A  He accepted it. 
B. He expressed his doubts about it. C. He 

criticized it. 
 
 

35.What should be taken into account according to Vestager? 
A  Drops in public spending on social housing 

B. Growing needs 

C. Growing waiting lists 
 
 

36.What is The Stability Growth Pact influence on the public services like? 

A. Principal 

B. Pretty important 

C. lndirect 
 
 
 

37.What is the main way to support social housing activities? 

A. Soft loans 
B. Guarantees and subsidies 

C. All answers are correct 

 
38.To what extent are social housing activities funded? 

A  They are fully supported by public funds. 
B. They are greatly supported by public funds. 

C. There are only a few cases of public funds. 
 
 
 

39.What happens when governments reach the limits set by The Stability Growth Pact? 

A. They agree to invest  more.  

B. They disagree to invest more. 

C. They are unwilling to invest more. 

 
40.What is the main aim of new rules introduced by EU? 

A. To increase social investment.  

B. To decrease social investment. 
C. To sustain the adequate leve! of investment. 

 
41.What do new rules assume? 

A. Brief departure from the deficit reduction objectives. 

B. Long-lasting departure from the deficit reduction objectives.  

C. Complete departure from the deficit reduction objectives. 
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42.When do governments invoke the clauses? 

A. When they analyze the counter cyclical role of investment in housing.  

B. When they decide to use more public money on housing. 

C. None of the answers is correct. 

 
43.What does deviation have to be related to? 

A. To expenditure on projects co-funded by EU 

B. To expenditure on projects co-funded by the EFSI C. Both 

(A and B) 

 
44.What is the first requirement for deviations? 

A. Clear budgetary results. 
B. Reliable budgetary results and long-term budgetary results 

C. All answers are correct. 

 
45.What organizations have to co-fund projects? 

A. EU and EFSI 
B.TEN C. CEF 

 

46.What is the second requirement  for deviations? 
A. The expenditure should not substituta for any investment. 
B. The expenditure should not substituta the national investment. C. The expenditure can 
substituta sorne investment. 

 
47.What happens when requirements are met? 

A. Public investments don't increase. B. Public investments don 't decrease. 
C. Public investments maintain at the same level. 

 
48.What do reforms have to be like? 

A. Meaningful 
B. Vital 
C. All answers are correct. 

 
49.What do other reforms have an influence on? 

A. lncrease of public money 
B. Long-lasting maintenance of public money 
C. Both (A and B) 

 
50.What other reforms have a major influence on public finances? 

A. Well designad reforms 
B. Reforms addressing structuralweaknesses 
C. All answers are correct 
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